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TADWORTH & WALTON 
OVERSEAS AID TRUST

  TWOAT raises money for small-scale, self-help 

projects in parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

In each project supported there is a direct link 

between a TWOAT member and someone in the 

project, so that we know the money gets to the 

project and we can get feedback on the results. 

TWOAT currently supports 20 projects focussed on 

education, health and agriculture. 

 With most of TWOAT’s 2020 fundraising 

activities cancelled by Covid, one of the new ideas 

was to offer £10 to the children of supporters 

and ask them if they would be able to turn it into 

more, for the nursery school TWOAT helps to fund 

in rural Madagascar. Edward Reynolds challenged 

his 9 year old granddaughter Leila and told her 

about Les Petits Saphires school in the northern 

Madagascar village of Ambondromifehy.

 TWOAT first connected with this project in 

2008 when Bob and Jill Gunn visited Madagascar 

and while there met Laurette Totomarovario, a 

Mothers’ Union organiser. She told them they  

were trying to complete a fresh water well in a 

mining region village, but had run out of money. 

Laurette’s vision was that once the well was 

providing water to the village, the MU would  

set up a nursery school so that parents did not 

have to take their very young children with  

them to the mining area, with all of the risks  

that entailed. 

 It wasn’t a difficult decision for TWOAT to 

take to fund the completion of the well. Once 

that was in place TWOAT helped the MU to plan 

the funding of the school, which was built by the 

villagers and opened in 2011. We’ve supported it 

ever since and the nursery was so successful that 

parents asked that it extend into the early primary 

years as their children grew older.

 This year we have heard from two of the 

children who were in that first 2011 intake and 

have now ‘graduated’ to a larger school.

www.TWOAT.org 

 Here is a heart-warming story connecting young 
children across the world.  TWOAT is our local overseas aid 

charity, with supporters in Kingswood as well as our neighbour villages.

 
“Hello! my name is Aron. I started school 

in 2011 at Les Petits Saphires when I was 

3 years old. I live just opposite the school. 

In 2011, the school was not completely 

finished. Although I lived very near the 

school, I enjoyed having lunch with my 

schoolmates! I am now 12 years old (Grade 4 

in the Malagasy system). I now go to another 

school for junior level in Ambondromifehy. I 

can still see all the new children at Les Petits 

Saphires every day from my house.”

“Hi! My name is Marie Sylvia Jaosoa. I was 

at “Les Petits Saphires” in the nursery section 

when it started in 2011. I liked the food and 

having meals with my schoolmates. I also liked 

the singing and reciting rhymes. It was for 

me like a show and I was always the best!! I 

left Ambondromifehy in 2016 when my dad 

left Saphire work and found a job teaching in 

Vohemar . I had skipped 4e  and I got my brevet 

in 2019. I am now 13 years old and in 

2 years I will sit the baccalaureate exam, so I am 

2 years in advance!! I like school very much. 

My favourite subject is English. I want to be an 

international tourist guide when I am older.”

 

Leila took up her grandfather’s challenge and used 

the £10 he gave her to buy flour, butter, eggs, 

sugar and other ingredients so that she could bake 

cakes. She sold these to her family and friends and 

was so successful that she turned her grandpa’s 

£10 into £80 for the children at Les Petits Saphires! 

They were so delighted with her efforts, which 

will help to fund additional lunches at the school 

during the coronavirus emergency, that they sent 

her a card for her 10th birthday in October.

If you know of a child who would like to try to 

match Leila’s great effort, then please get in touch 

with TWOAT Trustee Mary Heath 01737 814345 or 

heathmarya@gmail.com, and TWOAT will happily 

‘invest’ £10 and see what it will grow into.Aron  in 2011 attending « Les Petits Saphires” school in Ambondromifehy

Left: Aron , 3 years old, getting ready for  school
Right: Aron in mask 2020

Left: Jaosoa, Aged 5. Right: Jaosoa, Aged 13

Leila with her grandfather and a cake she baked


